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Off the Beaten Path—Wonders of the World by Don Schafer 
I was watching a NetFlix documentary on the Burj Khalifa in Dubai.  At 2,717 feet 
it is the tallest building in the world.  At rental rates up to $4,000 a square foot it 
is also the most expense.   The exterior is covered with 1,870,000 sq. ft. of anti-
glare glass to help shield the desert sun.  The building is so tall that the exterior 
temperature at the top of the building is 11° cooler than at its base.  The build-
ing is comprised of the Armani Hotel, residential and corporate suites, restau-
rants, and a sky observation deck.  There are 57 elevators and 8 escalators in the 
building with the fastest elevator rising and descending at up to 33 ft./sec.  As I 
marveled at this engineering wonder, I thought of all that would go into the de-
sign and construction of such a wonder.  I am amazed at the skill and expertise that went into its 
creation.  Everything from the architects, engineers, steel workers, and laborers.  Then I got to 
thinking of how this wonder of man is nothing compared to the wonders created by God.  Won-
ders like the Grand Canyon, the mud pots, and geysers of Yellowstone, the hoodoos in Bryce 

Canon, Crater Lake, Half Dome in Yellowstone, the giant Sequoias and Redwoods, 
Niagara falls, Mammoth Cave, the Blue Ridge Mountains and I could go on.  The 
wilderness is where I feel closest to God.  I think it is because I am amidst His crea-
tion.  Not a second or third generation, but directly from his 
hands.  “For in him all things were created: things in heaven and 
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rul-
ers or authorities; all things have been created through him and 

for him.” Colossians 1:16  It is this direct connection with God that makes the 
wilderness so powerful.  You cannot go anywhere else and find this connection.  You cannot go 
into the wilderness without coming out changed.  In a recent post on one of the group sites I am 
a member of, a young women posted that she took her first solo camping trip in the wilderness.  

In her comments she wrote of a peace she has never felt before.  That 
peace is being in the midst of our creator.  This is what makes the wilder-
ness such a great environment for what we do.  To change, you have to look 
at things differently.  Taking inner city teens into the wilderness is certainly 
giving them the opportunity to see things differently.  Away from the pres-
sures of home, noise and familiarity of the city, they start to experience the 

wonder of the wilderness.  They are more open to new ideas and 
ways of looking at things.  They rely on one another and begin to ap-
preciate each other.  This year we have several wilderness adven-
tures already planned.  Please pray for us as we take our groups into 
creation.  Pray that we will be open to whatever God’s plan is for 
each group and each child.  Pray that we may grow closer to God 
through His creation and serving His children.    
I will close with John Muir’s challenge to us all, “keep close to Na-

ture’s heart and break clear away.” 

Thank You to our Denali and Mt Everest Sponsors 
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Meet Bailey 

Bailey joined the Camp-

town team in the fall of 

2016, after receiving her 

degree in Human Develop-

ment and Family Studies 

from Indiana University. She spent many sum-

mers working for Hamilton County Parks and 

Recreation as a Senior Staff counselor and a 

nature center staff member at Cool Creek Park. 

This is where her love for outdoor education 

and exploration began. A few years later her 

position as teen programming staff at the Fin-

ish Line Boys and Girls Club lead her to Camp-

town. Now she can combine her experiences 

with youth and program planning to serve a 

population she loves to work with. 

Confidence By Bailey Lunte 

We took a group from our Oaklandon Wilderness Adventure Club out for a Saturday trip. Even though 

it was a cold winter day I could tell we were making a difference for some of these kids and especially 

for one girl, Samantha. Early in the day the teacher who helps with the club, Mrs. Getz, was telling us a 

little bit about Samantha. She told us before Samantha started attending club she was very shy, and 

would not talk to most of her classmates. Mrs. Getz believes that our program has allowed Samantha 

to come out of her shell and make new friends, she is always excited for club and even waits outside 

the classroom door before club starts to greet everyone as they come in. On Saturday I found myself 

walking with her in the middle of the group. We were a bit into our hike and had completed one of our 

compass challenge stages already. Most of the students needed a refresher on how to use their com-

pass but picked it up quickly after that. I noticed Samantha fidgeting with her compass after the station 

and before I could ask her if she needed help she said, “Bailey will you show me how to use this again, I 

thought I knew how to use a compass but I guess I was wrong”. I gladly took a moment and reviewed 

the skills and steps to setting your bearing, putting Fred in the shed, and following your point of direc-

tion arrow. It was such a “light bulb” moment for Samantha. I could see her face 

light up as she finally “got it”. She even told me a bit later, “I guess it really took 

me coming out here and actually doing it to really learn how to use a compass”. 

She continued to correctly use her compass the rest of the day and completed 

every compass challenge with ease. She even said she wanted to take her mom 

back to Eagle Creek on her next day off so they could use a compass together. As 

our orienteering hike drew to an end most of the students were excited to get   

inside the warm nature center, but Sam was sad the hike was over because she 

wanted to continue using her new skill. It was such a rewarding experience to   

witness a student using a skill they learned in our club first hand, and gaining    

confidence right in front of us. 

Staff Favorite Recipe 
Walking Taco 

 

1 package Ramen Noodles 
2 T chicken (for backpacking we use freeze dried, but 
packaged or canned works well for  front country) 
1 t taco seasoning 
1 T powdered cheese 
1 single serving of Fritos chips 
 

Break up ramen; place in a quart zipper bag with 
chicken, taco seasoning, and powdered cheese.  Add 
1/2—3/4 c boiling water.  Seal bag.  Squish carefully.  
Place in insulated mailing envelope and let stand for 
about 10 min.  Remove from mailing envelop, squish 
again.  Add Fritos and enjoy.   
 

We put all dry ingredients together in zipper bag be-
fore we go out so all that you have to add is water in 
the field.   
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“All Mental”           By Zach McNulty 

Camptown’s Youth Leaders, our teen group that meets twice each month, took an overnight backpacking 

trip to the Deam Wilderness within the Hoosier National Forest. We had a good core group of students and 

they were ready to explore. Damek (pronounced “Da-meek”) is new to Camptown; his very first trip with us 

was the entire previous week of day hikes through his Boys and Girls Club.  He is a natural leader that his 

group mates followed so I asked him to join us in the Deam. Damek had a great attitude and joked with the 

regular youth leaders…until he put on his first backpack. Damek is a strong young man, a football player at 

a local high school. But that bag threatened to hold him down. I dropped back behind the group to talk to 

him and asked how he enjoyed it backpacking. After a few minutes I began to challenge him on his “mental 

grit.” I assured Damek that his physical strength was plenty strong enough to accomplish our hike; this was 

a test of his mental endurance. I saw the change in Damek when he began to encourage his sister who 

joined him on the hike. Damek’s attitude brightened as he began to inspire her to climb. Damek told her 

that this hill was “all mental.” Together, they finished the hike with a bit more confidence and new experi-

ences. Too often our young people are allowed to quit when things get difficult. Camptown provided 

Damek an opportunity where he literally couldn’t fail… hike up the hill or never get to the van. He now has 

a new reserve of mental grit that he can call on when life gets difficult.  

The Camptown Core is your opportunity to join a group of 
like-minded individuals who want to ensure that programs 
like Camptown’s continue. On average, it takes $150 to 
introduce a young person the outdoors through an over-
night camping trip. That cost rises to $500 per student on 
one of our week-long backpacking adventures. With your 
annual commitment to give $20, $50, $100, or $200 per 
month, you be making trips like this possible for children 
in need.  www.camptown.net/donate   

Camptown Trailblazer Breakfast 
 

Friday, March 10 
7:00—8:30 am  

502 East Event Center 
502 E. Carmel Drive 

 

Guest Speaker  -  Curtis Hill 
Indiana State Attorney General 

 

Tickets are free.  All donations support Camptown programs.   
Register at www.camptown.net/events or info@camptown.net 
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For more information on these programs, please contact                  
Trey Clayton , CRUX & Facility Manger at trey.clayton@camptown.net 

Youth Worker Lunch and Climb 
Each month Camptown hosts a Youth Worker Lunch and Climb. During these events, 
Camptown seeks to bring a variety of youth workers together to network and share 
ideas. This February we hosted youth workers from local community centers and pas-
tors from as far as Kokomo. After lunch and introductions, we launched into a discus-
sion about how each organization gets and keeps, teenagers involved in their various 
programs. All parties agreed this was an uphill battle. One of our best resolutions was 
authentic and consistent relationships are key. Students will not waste time on a pro-
gram that is only wasting its time on them. Getting and keeping teens involves genuine 
programming and adults who demonstrate they really care about the youth involved.  
 
After some further discussion, we moved on to the second part of what Lunch and 
Climb is all about - Climbing in The CRUX! Our climbing time served well to continue net-
working and simply take a break and share a little fellowship. Finally, while there was no 
real competiveness provoked, we were able to teach some youth workers about Gaga; a 
dodgeball-type game which takes place in a wooden panel octagon.   

 
The staff here at Camptown is happy with how the day went and 
glad we are able to continue networking and finding new ways to 
support our local partners and other youth workers in Central In-
diana. As always, Youth Worker Lunch and Climb remains free and you are invited to join 
us each month we host the event. More details are   available at Indycrux.com. 
Next Youth Worker Lunch & Climb March 8, 2017. 

Boulderbash at the CRUX 
Bouldering Challenge 

March 17 

Help us raise funds for a good cause while going 

head to head against other local climbers. The    

format for this event is time trials. Complete the 

set list of boulder routes in the best time possible. 

Falls count against time. Completed routes help 

your final time.  

$10 per person 6:00-9:00PM 

 

Climbing Birthday Party 
At the CRUX 

 

Have your next Birthday Party at the CRUX. 
It is time for your child’s birthday again!  

Come and use our party room for cake and 
ice cream followed by anyone-can-do-it 
climbing on our bouldering wall. Let the more com-

petitive party-goers race to the top on the Speed Wall.  
 

2 Hour Rental $150* 
*Includes facility use for up to 10 people, exclusive use of The 

CRUX climbing room and party room.   

Additional party goers can be added for $10 each. 

mailto:trey.clayton@camptown.net

