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Off the Beaten Path by Don Schafer 
 
Following Blazes 
A blaze is a marker along the trail identifying the trail you are on.  It is usually a 
shaped and color marker painted on a tree, rock, or post.  On the Appalachian Trail 
the white rectangle is the blaze you want to follow. The North Country Trail      
primary blazes are light blue rectangles, the Pacific Crest Trail uses an  emblem 
usually affixed to a post along the trail, and the John Muir Trail in the Big South 
Fork in Tennessee uses a blue silhouette of John Muir. Some trails like the Shining 
Rock Wilderness have no blazes or signage at all. In this wilderness area you are 
warned before entering to have a map and compass and the knowledge to use them.  
Blazes are typically spread apart far enough that you don’t see one blaze from the 
other. The actual distance will vary. Some areas are over blazed resulting in sign 
pollution. On the AT some blazes can be a mile apart. When you run across a   
double blaze it is a warning to pay attention. It may indicate a route change, an  
incoming side trail or other situation that requires you to be especially alert to changes in direction.  
Along the AT there are several marked and unmarked trails that cross the big trail and many times it is 
difficult to determine which trail is which. In a 4 mile section near Mt Rogers, you will cross an      
orange, blue, and red blazed trail, or even unmarked spur trails. If you are not paying attention it is not 
hard to find yourself on the wrong trail. If we think about it, life is a lot like following a trail. We can 
be merrily walking along and somehow we get distracted and find ourselves on the wrong trail. We 
may have made a bad decision or maybe we just were not paying attention and missed our double 
blaze. Maybe we were uninformed and did not know what blaze to follow in the first place. Sometimes 
we realize our mistake soon and get back on the right trail and sometimes we could wander down the 
wrong trail for years. It is like that for many of our youth today. They don’t have a positive adult role 
model in their life to show them the blazes, or they are pressured at school to ignore the double blaze 
and take the spur trail because it looks more exciting or maybe just because everyone else is taking it.  

It takes courage and a good support system to grow up today. I don’t 
envy today’s parents. Blazes of the past are no longer considered       
relevant or even passed down from parent to child. This is where   
Camptown helps youth to find the right path. Chris was one of our     
students from our Pathfinders program. Our Pathfinders program is our 
program for youth that have gotten themselves into the juvenile justice 
system. Our program focuses on first time offenders, status offenders, or 
CHINS (Children in Need of Services). The objective for our program is 
to keep them from returning to the justice system. Chris got into trouble 

by having alcohol at school. He was pressured by one of his “friends” into 
having a little fun. On our Pathfinders program we met with this group of 6 
boys for 5 weeks before our trip. During this time we get to know them, get 
them ready for their adventure, and teach some specific life skills such as 
reaching a consensus and working together as a team. During our trip on the     
Appalachian Trail, Chris was our leader of the day. He was reluctant at first 
but seemed to enjoy the experience and the group responded well.  After the 
trip, we invite the youth to join our Youth  Leader Program. Chris jumped at 
the chance. We got to spend the next two years with Chris as a Youth   
Leader and he stayed away from the juvenile justice system. I ran into him a 
few years later and he told me he was going to college and studying law        
enforcement. Camptown was able to provide Chris with some direction in a time in his life he was  
having difficulty finding his way. It is stories like this that energize me. Thank you for giving us the 
opportunity to bring these programs to youth like Chris. Everyone can make a difference! 
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Meet Ashleigh 
 
We are pleased to have Ashleigh  
Roberts join us as Program Manager.  
Ashleigh has worked at residential 
camps since 2006 both throughout 
Ohio and Virginia teaching outdoor 
education.  Ashleigh graduated from 
Ohio Northern and Muskingum with  
degrees in education. She has also 
worked in schools supporting          
students in their general education 
classes and teaching math. Hiking is 
Ashleigh’s favorite outdoor activity and she particularly enjoys  
visiting new places and learning about their history and the         
organisms that live there. It is not unusual to find her stopping to 
take a picture of a track, flower, or leaf so she can identify it later.  
Ashleigh loves the wonder youth experience when learning  
outdoors.   

Congratulations Bailey 
 
Congratulations to 
Bailey and Patrick 
on the birth of their 
son Leo.  Leo was 
born on December 
28th at Community 
North Hospital.  
Mom and baby, and 
Dad, are doing well.  
Bailey will be on 
leave until March. We will miss her and look forward to     
having she and Leo on the trail soon.   
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In Strange Lands By Ashleigh Rober ts 
 
We recently went hiking with one of our Wilderness Adventure Club at Turkey Run State Park. It was a 
beautiful day starting to warm up but still with plenty of ice, animal tracks in the snow, and frozen     
waterfalls. One of the students, Alvin, had not been out of Indianapolis     
before. He noticed the changes looking out the windows as we drove 
through small towns and farmland. Alvin asked what Turkey Run would 

look like just in time for the first glimpses of the park through the van windows. 
 
As we travelled down the trail, Alvin was often at the front of the group. He seemed to enjoy  running 
to the top of the first few sets of steps and waiting out of breath at the top for the rest of the group to 
join him. New fun experiences of the day included butt-sliding down a ravine, watching squirrels 
munch around the bird feeders in the nature center, and just as we were leaving the park got to see 
two bald eagles at a deer carcass. In addition to experiencing a new place, Alvin gained in confidence 
throughout the day. At first, he talked about not liking heights on the suspension bridge or at the top of a hill. By the end of the day, 
Alvin seemed to be feeling more comfortable, and he said on the return trip that he had “helped get past a hard part.”   
 

New Roles, New Adventures By Zach McNulty  
 
Not all of our Wilderness After School Club kids go on our Saturday field trips. Sometimes they 
have other commitments or their parents can’t provide a ride. But sometimes, they are nervous and 
simply don’t show up. Aisha was one of my nervous students. In fact, all last year, she didn’t show 
up to a single Saturday trip but had perfect attendance at our club meetings during the week. This 
school year, still perfect attendance, she finally agreed to come on our first Saturday trip of the year.  
On the morning of our trip, she sheepishly walked into the Camptown office. Then she sat in the 
very back of the van and didn’t speak much – certainly not as much as her classmates. When we  
began our hike, Aisha was chosen to be our “scout.” Her job was to set the pace, keep our group 
together, and navigate with the “leader of the day.” Being her first hike, she asked me if she should 
“be a leader?” I encouraged her and she took off and took her job very seriously.  When we arrived 
at the cave, she  volunteered to share a flashlight with another student and helped keep people calm 
when we turned our lights off in the cave. I was very impressed that the “nervous” student was being such a great leader. When I 
asked Aisha about her hike, she told me “ I shouldn’t have been scared last year. I don’t need to be so scared when doing new 
things next time.” Aisha left her comfort zone, became a leader in our group, and is now excited to spend more time outside! 

Camptown Welcomes... 

Program Reflections... 
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To the Woods and Back By Trey Clayton  
 
This fall we have been fortunate enough to have worked with four schools for our Trailblazers program. This is our program for    
students with special needs.  These are high school students that are on the certificate track.  Mostly we see students with cognitive,   
behavior, or learning disabilities . Camptown programs like this are the source of outdoor exploration for youth, especially youth who 
otherwise might stay inside. DeVontae is such a student.  He attends Lighthouse Academy and 
he came with us to McCormick’s Creek for an overnight program. We met with the students 
four times before the trip for training sessions at their school so we already had somewhat of an 
idea who was coming and their attitudes. DeVontae  participated in  training but never stood out 
as a student who was extremely excited for the trip. He was older than most of the other students 
and had a cool guy vibe. I was worried that he would continue this attitude while on the trip. 
Luckily, it was the complete opposite. I believe that the outdoors brings out the child in all of us, 
and I have never seen it more apparent than in DeVontae. Once we got to McCormick’s creek he 
started interacting more with the other  students and staff. He moved all around the group during 
the hike socializing with everyone and looking at everything. At one point he and I were talking 
and he told me he had never left the East side of Indy. He is 17. That really hit home for me. 
This trip to McCormick’s creek was the farthest this student had ever been from home. He had 
never been given the chance to get out of his neighborhood and experience a day hiking around 
a beautiful park. It was very rewarding to see him come out of his shell and   enjoy his time away in the woods. I look forward to 
working with Lighthouse in the future, and hope that DeVontae comes back.  

Discoveries in Nature  By Bailey Lunte 
 

During the summer Christel House Academy offers a few weeks of enrichment for their    
students. One of the options for students 12 and up is to attend two weeks of day programs 
with Camptown. These students had two weeks packed full of fun adventuring all over the 
state. From canoeing at Turkey Run to Creek Stomping at Cool Creek, these students got to 
get outside and explore. This group of students was particularly lucky their first two days. We 
started the week at McCormick’s Creek State Park exploring Wolf Cave and getting to know 
our group. While exploring the park the group happened upon two different turtles. The first 
was a box turtle crossing the trail. All the students were very respectful of the turtle’s space 
and we enjoyed an exciting moment as a group. I thought wow how lucky; little did I know 
this group would spot three other turtles! The next one was a baby turtle swimming in the 

creek by the waterfall. We later identified it as a baby box turtle. Our luck continued at Shades Stat Park the next day. We spotted a 
baby soft shell turtle in Sugar Creek, and another box turtle at the Devil’s Punch bowl. The students began calling themselves the 
turtle group, and our intern Dalton got his Camptown animal name- Turtle! It was a great start to our week and an exciting way to 
bond as group. 

Youth Leaders Program 
 
Youth Leadership Adventures is a free program designed to expose youth to outdoor recreation, professional development        
opportunities, and leadership experiences. We have redesigned this program for 2018 because numerous sources and studies     
continue to suggest that exposure to the outdoors and nature education helps improve social, physical, and emotional health. We 
think creating more in-depth opportunities like this in Central Indiana is paramount and an important opportunity that can vastly 
improve the lives of involved youth! This program creates a steady stream of opportunities for youth to experience outdoor settings 
while giving them professional and leadership development skills. That means a field trip to Turkey Run isn’t just  nature-exposure 
field trip; it means we’ll partner with an industry professional and see things like why they do what they do and what the steps were 
to get there. IE – Why did the Park Ranger in the Nature Center become a ranger? What did it take to get there? What does the job 
mean to them? How is their expertise impacting the world for good? 
 
Students will gain leadership experience by actually assisting in leading Camptown programs. For       
example, in January Youth Leadership Adventures joined one of our elementary after-school club hikes in 
Turkey Run to assist the younger kids as they hiked in slippery conditions. Later this year, we will ask 
Youth Leaders to help lead stations at our Natural Wonders Day Camps. In all of these settings, our     
program staff will be on site to help guide and give positive feedback to Youth Leaders as they experience    
taking on these responsibilities.  
 
Students have no financial responsibility for the program, excluding one overnight backpacking trip.   
Anyone in 6th grade and up are welcome to join us for our monthly, leadership skill development focused, 
week night meetings at The CRUX, or for one of our monthly Saturday Pro Days (field trips). Does this sound like something your 
young person wants to be a committed part of? Email or call us today for more details! 
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Camptown relies on contributions from individuals, churches, businesses, and foundations to complete its mission. Camptown is a 
501(c)(3) and your gift is 100% tax deductible. Thank you to all that have  contributed to the lives of the youth we serve in 2017! 

Individuals 
Veronica Adler 
Robert Adler 
Patrick Barron 
Nate & Sally Bauer 
John & Amy Beard 
Jeff Beck 
Richard Blaiklock 
Mark Bohannon 
Jim Bosserman 
Stephen Budnik 
Chance Bunger 
Pat & Ann Burley 
Charles Burtch 
Ariel Butts 
Steven Butz 
Jill carson 
Cathy Carter 
James & Marcia Carvin 
Mike Castor 
Michael Chappell 
Manuela Christner 
Trey Clayton 
Robert Clayton 
Sean Cody 
Ron Cooper 
Andrew Crask 
Charles Daugherty 
Charles Davaney 
Jeff  Davis 
Scott & Lorraine Davison 
David Day 
Aaron & Jamalynne Decard 
Tania Deng 
Brian  DePrez 
Mike & Mary Devlin 
Andy Devoe 
Bill Dick 
Andrew Dick 
Ronald Dickson 
Melissa Dockter 
Eric Douthit 
Jason Ells 
Ryan Enlow 
Jeffrey Erdman 
Tyler Erne 
Sue Faulstich 
Steve & Candy Feltner 
Drew Ference 
Amber  Finley 
Daniel Fisher 
Gene Fore 
Elizabeth Forman 
Teresa Fowler 
Brent Freeman 
Larry Gaston  
Doug Gebhardt 
Kate Gerber 
John Gibson 
Paul Giefing 
Christopher Gipson 

Jennifer Greene 
Angela Grogan 
Kent & Kelly Grubaugh 
Shelly Hamilton 
Danielle Hassan 
Randall Hewitt 
Peter Hillenberg 
Luanne Hodgin 
Jim & Terri Hodgin 
Kevin Hoffherr 
Brent Holmes 
Pete & Teresa  Howard 
Chris Hunt 
Linda Hutchins 
Michael & Laura Iosue 
Laura Iosue 
Tim Jansen 
Edward Johnson 
Kristen Kelley 
Floyd & Carol Kline 
Craig Koch 
Matthew Koehling 
Matt Konopka 
Jessica Krug 
Pat Krugman 
Penny Kuhn 
Nicolas & Taina Lance 
Steve Lankton 
Brian LaRowe 
Beata Lehman 
Kristen  Lewis 
Blake & Lauren Lowery Lewis 
Matt Light 
Andrew Litke 
Gregory Lord 
Carol Luskiewicz 
Roy Luttrell 
Marc Magnussen 
Dennis Martin 
John & Kay Mason 
Hannah Mathena 
Scott & Tracy Maymon 
Louise McCleary 
Greg McCurren 
Ana McGinty 
Kathleen McNeely 
Zach McNulty 
Daniel McNulty 
Barry & Ann McNulty 
Aaron Megel 
Aaron Milewski 
Ralph & Katherine Miller 
Kevin  Miller 
Karl & Lynnette  Miller 
Dayton & Trudy Molendorp 
Bill & Deb Molisee 
Jesse Mullins 
Mark Murphy 
John Murphy 
Dana Nakanishi 
Nancy Nance 
 
 

Kevin Neal 
Marcus & Deb Nesbitt 
John Noel 
Brock O’Keefe 
Jeff O'Barr 
Dave & Lynn O'Brien 
Patrick & Joyce O'Connor 
Brock O'Keefe 
Juan Ongay 
Weston  Overturf 
Blake  Pagel 
Jill Pattee 
Erin Pattee 
Adam Peat 
Jennifer Pittman 
Jeffrey Quinn 
Gary Quinnette 
Andrew Quinnette 
Lacie Rader 
Brett Ramsey 
Ryan Randolph 
Jeff  Rhoad 
Graham & Angela Richards 
Eric Richmond 
Jason Richmond 
Mike Riddle 
Mark Roller 
Mike Rudicle 
Jennifer  Rumple 
Mike Russell 
Julia Saltsgaver 
Lisa Samuels 
Todd Samuelson 
Phil & Karen Samuelson 
Don Schafer 
Don & Cynthia Schafer 
Jim & Sandy Schaller 
Greg Schrage 
Nancy Schueler 
Mark Schuette 
Nicole Schuster 
Brett Schwab 
John & Fran Seever 
John  & Kirby Selle 
Travis Severson 
Brandon Smith 
 
Alex Sharpe 
Craig & Carol Sharpe 
Daren Shoemaker 
Anna Smelser 
Mark Smith 
Natalie Stidd 
Michael Still 
Allen Still 
Courtney Sullivan 
Judith Tenca 
Seth & Kristi Thomas 
Jeff & Benita Thomasson 
Bob & Leanna VanVoorst 
Rob Vaughan 

John & Patrice  Waidner 
Sharon Washington 
Kris Weiskittel 
Gordon White 
Chris Wiseman 
Steve & Sabrina Wooldridge 
Keith Zapp 

 
Business 
3 Dayweekend, LLC 
A.S. Altum & Associates 
ACES Power Marketing 
All Trades Staffing, Inc. 
Bank of America 
BKD 
BMO Harris Bank 
Bob's Discount Furniture 
Brandt Construction Inc. 
Capstone Wealth Advisors 
Co-Alliance 
CoBank 
Column Capital 
Custom Cast Stone 
DEEM 
Delello & Sons 
First Merchants Bank 
Huntington National Bank 
Indy Custom Stone LLC 
K&J Communications 
Kaleidoscope Counseling 
Services LLC 
Kroger 
KSM Business Services, Inc. 
Line-X Indy 
Martin Marrietta Materials 
Miller Pipeline, LLC 
Park Indy 
PERQ 
PNC Bank 
Princeton One 
Software Engineering  
Professionals 
Still Farms LLC 
United Health Care 
Weihe Engineers, Inc. 
Wells Fargo Bank 
Wilkinson Asset Mgmt 

 
Indianapolis Downtown Optimist  Club 
Indy Sports Foundation 
Land O' Lakes Foundation 
Lilly Endowment 
Mark V. Bromund Fund 
McMunn Family Foundation 
Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust 
Pacers Foundation 
Teacher's Credit Union Foundation 
The Hosanna Foundation Inc. 

  
 

 
The Camptown Core is your   
opportunity to join a group of 
like-minded individuals who want 
to ensure that programs like         
Camptown’s continue. On      
average, it takes $150 to         
introduce a young person to the 
outdoors through an overnight 
camping trip.  That cost rises to 
$500 per student on one of our 
week-long backpacking trips.  
With your annual commitment to 
give $20, $50, or $100 per 
month, not only will you be   
making trips like this possible for 
children in need, you will also 
receive these benefits as a      
sustaining member of the   
Camptown Core: 
 

50% off Camptown gear rentals. 
Access to exciting and impactful 
outdoor volunteer opportunities  
Regular email updates showing 
the impact of your contribution. 
Invitations to exclusive           
community and fundraising 
events. 
 

Learn more  
www.camptown.net/core/  

Churches 
Calvary United Methodist Church 
Meridian St. United Methoist Church 
Thrive Christian Church 
 

Foundations 
BKD Foundation 
Children's Bureau, Inc. 
Finish Line Youth Foundation 
Indiana Sports Corporation 
Indiana Youth Institute 
Indianapolis Foundation 

http://www.camptown.net/core/


The CRUX at Camptown is our indoor climbing facility featuring bouldering, a timed speed wall and a conference/party room. The 
CRUX offers a quiet, clean, and completely private indoor climbing facility for birthday parties, family social events, youth groups, 
lock-in and, unique corporate meeting space.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Check out our website for more information, sign up for our newsletter, or text CRUX to 317-644-3266 to join our CRUX text list 
for event updates and offers. 

Save the Date 
 
Camptown holds three fundraising events each year.  These events bring in over 30% of our annual revenue.  This is a good 
time to have fun, support a great cause, meet some kids that work with Camptown and introduce your friends to Camptown.  
Mark your calendars today! 
  

 Event            Date  
 
 Trailblazers Breakfast         April 27th 
 
 Annual Tom Lehman Memorial Golf Tournament   June 4th 
 
 Dinner & Auction          November 16th 
  
 

To register or get more information visit www.camptown.net 

Get Involved... 
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The CRUX... 

Become a Volunteer 
 
Volunteers assist Camptown in our mission to lead youth to a better path in a variety of roles. We at Camptown want to provide a  
volunteer experience that not only helps further the mission of Camptown, but is also rewarding and fulfilling for our volunteers. For 
more information   contact Don Schafer at don.schafer@camptown.net. We need help in the following areas: 
 

 Become a trip mentor – help on a day trip or join us for week of backpacking 
 
 Board members – Help set the direction and provide the resources for Camptown. 
 
 Join a committee (Prayer, Development, Finance,  Marketing, Volunteer & Personnel) 
 
 Join an event committee (Breakfast, Golf & Dinner committee members are needed!) 
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Thank You to our Mt. Everest Sponsors 

Trailblazer Breakfast 
Date: April 27, 2018 

Location 502 East Event Center 
502 Carmel Drive, Carmel IN 

7:00AM to 8:30AM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join us for our Trailblazer Breakfast and hear Tom Easterday, Senior Executive Vice President of Subaru of Indiana, share       
Subaru’s Zero-landfill campaign. Tom was named 2017 Indiana Business Leader of the Year by the Indiana Chamber of         
Commerce and has been speaking at conferences across North America about SIA’s environmental stewardship activities.  
 
In 2004, Subaru of Indiana became the first manufacturing facility in the United States to reach zero-landfill status and all Subaru 
vehicles are built in zero-landfill plants, where manufacturing waste is either recycled or turned into electricity not making its way 
into landfills.  
 
The breakfast is free, but a reservation is required. For more information or to register visit camptown.net.   

Upcoming Events... 


