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On Mission and Relevant  

By Don Schafer 

As we began returning to work and running programs in June, 

like everyone, I had to ask, “What does this look like for Camp-

town?”  Many of our program partners had cancelled their sum-

mer plans and others had reduced their numbers and implement-

ed stay in place policies.  In other words, no field trips.  We did 

have a few groups that managed to return to a somewhat normal 

summer.  Safety of our youth participants, adult chaperones, and 

staff has always been paramount. We rolled out our 4 S’s of 

Covid prevention (Screening, Small Groups, Social Distancing, 

and Sanitation).  This helped us to communicate not only the 

precautions we were taking, but also the expectation we had of 

our program partners. As we began our planning to return to programing, I thought it would 

be very easy to get off mission just to keep busy.  Instead, we have focused on our mission 

and how can we still deliver impact during these times.  We already work outdoors with 

small groups.  During the summer, we do typically have some large group programs, but 

these we even break into smaller groups.  With this eye on mission, we talked with our pro-

gram partners to see how we might help.  Based upon their feedback we started offering 

more transportation services, took our programs to them, and focused on our small group 

programs.  This has been challenging at times.  Typically, we will run 15 days of our Natu-

ral Wonders Day Camps each summer; each day is essentially the same activities and we 

get pretty good at setting up and tearing down.  This year we have held 13 Natural Wonders 

Day Camps at various community centers and Boys & Girls Clubs around the city.  With 

each having different facility assets, every day was different and required custom program-

ing.  We also held four Roving Workshops for families at Ft. Harrison State Park and 

McCloud Nature Park.  These were so popular that we are repeating them this month.   

Fall is looking like it is going to be even more challenging.  Almost all of our fall and win-

ter programing is done with schools.  We have already heard from one district that is mov-

ing forward with e-learning the first semester and another that is not allowing any non-

essential personnel into the school as well as eliminating 

field trips.  We are still waiting to hear what others are 

doing with their after-school programs and field trips.  

We appreciate your continued support and especially 

prayers as we all transition through these changing 

times.  Please continue to pray for our staff health and 

that God will guide and use us to His glory.     

August 2020 
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Program Reflections... 

Love Does 

By Trey Clayton  

The sun had set on our backcountry campsite and I found myself laying in my ham-

mock reading a book called Everybody Always by Bog Goff. Not far away a few of 

the kids on the trip were sitting around a lingering campfire. We had finished our 

second day of backpacking and the sun was well down and I admittedly felt a slight 

pang of annoyance as giggles broke my reading concentration. That is when it 

struck me; these were kids just being kids. Their socioeconomic backgrounds did 

not matter, nor their sexual preferences, what race they were, nor COVID-19 rules, 

or who they would vote for in the next election (if they could vote). Everything 

from “back home” had faded away and a group of wildly different young people 

were simply playing around a campfire in the back woods of Tennessee. They had 

all felt the pain of carrying a pack; they had all felt the strain of climbing big, mud-

dy hills. They had worked together to fetch their water, help each other up after 

tripping, set up camp, and cooked dinners. They made decisions together, they got 

mad together, and they laughed together.  

There, outside my tent I could hear Chad, who had been homeless a short time before, passing a whisper to 

Angel, who lived with his god parents while his mom worked, as they played a game of “pass the whisper.” 

That is something the book I was reading told me.  It is something we all miss doing from time to time; love 

everybody always. We start with that idea on our programs, giving kids the benefit of the doubt, because it 

frankly does not matter when you are out there in the woods. We have to 

work together in the woods or risk falling apart and into disaster. Amazingly 

enough, just as Chad had done with learning to use a map and compass to 

guide the team for the day, kids usually step up and come together regardless 

of their socio-economic backgrounds or friend preferences. For brief mo-

ments like those around the fire, kids themselves are just themselves. Therein 

is one of the greatest benefits of taking kids out of the world and into a com-

pletely different one; out in the woods. 

 
IN THEIR WORDS... 
 

“My favorite part of Camptown was going exploring through every cave and forest with all of my 

friends. I really didn’t want to go home and I feel like there was so much to explore!” 

 

“My favorite part of the trip was that everyone worked together and it made everyone want to  

try harder.” 
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The mission of Camptown is to challenge, mentor and teach youth about life through outdoor adventure 

and nature programs that build confidence, character and hope. 

Making Connections in a Time of Social Distancing 

By Collin Emmert 

Camptown programs will usually result in a comradery that starts to form from the 

minute they all meet. This year’s first Youth Leader Trip was no different.  Peyton 

and two others arrived at Camptown to begin their adventure as new Youth Lead-

ers. As they sat in the conference room, no talking occurs. On our ride to Shades 

State Park, the group opened up and became more talkative. 

We finally arrived at Shades State Park and began our hike to the Devil’s Back-

bone. Peyton was our leader for the trip. We walked down to and through the creek 

all the way to the backbone. All you could hear in the creek was Peyton and the 

other two laughing and searching for fossils, salamanders, and crawfish. Peyton 

suddenly flipped over a rock and right under it were two baby salamanders. The 

three boys were so excited. They continued to walk through the creek and tell 

stories about creek stomping.  

We eventually made it to the backbone and started to head up when one of the 

other boys told me he was scared of heights. The first thing I heard Peyton say 

was, “I am the leader I go second behind Collin.” Even though Peyton had said this, it was one of those  

moments you know he was rethinking what he said.  Peyton then turned around and told TJ that he could go 

after me. We made it across the backbone and TJ let Peyton go back to the front to be the leader. TJ after  

making it across the backbone, also thanked Peyton for letting him go second. Just from this act Peyton 

showed what a true leader should be.  
 

Leaders are not only people who are at the front of the pack and doing everything first. They are also people 

whom the group can trust and will listen to you when times are challenging. Peyton showed the group, and 

myself, the meaning of being a leader when he let TJ go first across the backbone. The best part of the trip 

wasn’t even the backbone, it was as we walked up the creek to the devil’s punchbowl. We came to the  

overhang of rocks and Peyton turned to me and said, “Can you take a picture of me and my friends?” Before 

this trip the three had never met or talked, but to Peyton they were new friends he could count on and  

experience new adventures with. 

“Can you take a 

picture of me and 

my friends?” 
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Climbing Shoe Sale... Save the Date... 

Gear Review  

by Collin Emmert 

Whether it is camping, backpacking, or a leisurely hike, there is always a piece of gear 

you don’t leave home without. For me that item is my hammock. My Eno Double Nest 

hammock is one item that can be used most everywhere. It only weights one pound and 

when hung is nine feet long and six feet wide. Just these dimensions alone make it  

perfect for backpacking, but it can also hold up to 400 pounds or two people. The  

reason the Double Nest hammock is my favorite is because no matter where I am I can 

take a relaxing nap outside or have a spot to unwind without having to lay on the 

ground. 

Backpacking with a hammock comes with both positives and negatives. The first  

positive is the weight. When backpacking, you want lighter items because the more 

weight you have on your back, the more pain or soreness you may need to deal with. The second positive is 

that you do not need flat ground to set up a hammock. A hammock only needs two stable trees to hold you. 

With a tent, the user needs flatter ground so that you can achieve a better night’s sleep. A negative of ham-

mocks is that they are not waterproof or come with a waterproof covering. If you want to backpack with a 

hammock, you will also need to buy a rain tarp, which unfortunately will add more weight to your pack. The 

last negative is that depending on where you are camping, the park can regulate the use of hammocks. So, if 

you are going to any park you should make sure you know if you are able to use your hammock. 
 

My favorite time I used my hammock was the first time I ever used it. I was excited to use it. I set it up and 

laid down to see if it was set up correctly. That night as I climbed into it, I slid into my sleeping bag and imme-

diately fell asleep. Since I have had the hammock, I have slept better on my camping trips. 

Camptown will be going VIRTUAL for this 

year’s Annual Dinner & Silent Auction! Join us 

online Friday November 13th to help support 

Camptown’s mission of leading youth to a better 

path! It will be a night of fun, lots of laughs, and 

friendly bidding all from the comfort of your own 

home. Be on the lookout as we continue to post 

more details of the event over the coming weeks! 

Contact Don Schafer at 317-471-8277 for  

sponsorship opportunities! 

We had a very generous donation of climbing 

shoes brand new, in the box.  You’ll get great 

deals from your favorite brands such as La 

Sportiva, Scarpa, FiveTen and more! All 

shoes are on sale for 30% -70% off  

retail prices! Plus, all proceeds go directly 

towards Camptown’s programs for  

Indianapolis youth! 

Visit our website to view available shoes and 

to purchase! 

https://camptown.org/climbing-shoe-sale-3/
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Family Camp 101... 

Donor Spotlight... 

Donors are the backbone of Camptown. Without community support, we 

would not be able to make the impact we do on Indianapolis youth. Jeff and 

Sara O’Barr have been a part of Camptown since 2011 and we are so grate-

ful for everything they have done for our organization! 
 

“My wife and I have supported Camptown for a number of years because 

we believe in the mission and love the results.  We believe the programs  

offered by Camptown uniquely engage and challenge participants outside 

the parameters of their typical social and family environments to allow them to discover something new 

about themselves.  We love the fact that we are helping build confidence, character and hope in the next 

generation and know that our contributions, whether they be time, talent or treasure, will be used by the 

staff and program partners at Camptown to maximum effect.” 

– Jeff & Sara O’Barr 
 

Thank you Jeff and Sara for supporting Camptown’s mission to lead youth to a better path! You 

make a difference!  

Feeling a little socially distant?  Looking for a way to get the family out?  Have you thought about taking your 

kids camping, but not sure how to set up a tent or cook over a fire? Camping is a great way to get out and yet 

maintain social distance. Join us for our Family Camp at McCormick’s Creek State Park Friday October 2nd to 

Sunday October 4th.  This Family Camp is designed for adults and children accompanied by a parent or  

guardian.  We will be staying in the primitive campground which means vault toilet and no electric.  It also 

means shade, no crowded restrooms, and one of the best group shelters in the State.  You are welcome to bring 

your own camping equipment. If you do not have your own camping equipment, we can provide you with a 

tent, sleeping bag, and additional sleep pads for a small fee. You can attend both Friday night and Saturday 

night or just join us on Saturday.  Your registration covers campsite fees, lunch and dinner on Saturday, and 

breakfast on Sunday.  Park admission is not included in your registration.   

 

Where: McCormick’s Creek State Park 

When: October 2nd-4th 

Cost: $25 per person 
 

Click here for more information and to register now!  

https://camptown.org/programs/famcamp/
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Recipe... 

Become a Volunteer 

Volunteers assist Camptown in our mission to lead youth 

to a better path in a variety of roles. We at Camptown 

want to provide a volunteer experience that not only helps 

further the mission of Camptown, but is also rewarding 

and fulfilling for our volunteers. For more information 

contact Don Schafer at don.schafer@camptown.net.  

We have the following opportunities available: 

 Become a trip mentor: help on a day tr ip or  join us 

for a week of backpacking 

 Board members: Help set the direction and pro-

vide resources for Camptown 

 Join a committee: Prayer , Development, Finance, 

Marketing, Volunteer & Personnel 

 Join an event committee: Breakfast, Golf & Dinner  

committee members needed! 

The Crux 

The CRUX at Camptown is our indoor climbing  

facility featuring bouldering, a timed speed wall  

and a conference/party room. The CRUX offers a 

quiet, clean, and completely private indoor  

climbing facility for birthday parties, family social 

events, youth groups, lock-in, and unique  

corporate meeting space. 

Check out our website for more information, sign  

up for our newsletter, or text CRUX to 317-644-3266 

to join our CRUX text list for event  

updates and offers! 

Goda Goda 

One of our staff favorites, you will find several versions of Goda Goda.  It can be made in a pot or skillet, at a 

front country campsite or even at home.  This version is our boil and bag backpacking recipe.  A spicy peanut 

butter sauce makes this a light ramen dish that is excellent either hot or cold. 

Enjoy! 

Packet of Ramen noodles 
3/4 cups water 
1/2 Tbs. dried onion 
1 1/2 Tbs. brown sugar 
1/4 tsp. garlic 
1/8 tsp black pepper (optional) 
1 pkt. soy sauce 
1 Tbs. peanut butter powder 
Pinch of crushed red pepper 
1 Ziploc Freezer Bag 
1 padded mailing envelope 
 

At home, add dry ingredients to a Freezer Ziploc bag.  In camp, break up Ramen before dumping into the Zip-

loc bag with the dry ingredients.  Add the soy sauce and shake to mix. Boil water and add to the Ziploc bag.  

Close bag and put in the small mailing envelope for 10 minutes.   
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Camptown relies on contributions from individuals, churches, businesses and foundations to complete its mission. Camptown is 

a 501(c)(3) and your gift is 100% deductible. Thank you to all that have contributed to the lives of the youth we serve in 2020! 

 

 

 

 

The Camptown Core is your opportunity to 

join a group of like-minded individuals 

who want to ensure that programs like 

Camptown’s continue. On average, it takes 

$150 to introduce a young person the  

outdoors through an overnight camping 

trip. That cost rises to $500 per student on 

one of our week-long backpacking  

adventures. With your annual commitment 

to give $20, $50, $100, or $200 per month, 

you be making trips like this possible for 

children that would not otherwise get the 

opportunity. You can set up a recurring gift 

by cred card or ACH at the link below. 

 

Donate Now! 

Businesses 

CoBank 

Custom Cast Stone 

Goelzer Investment 

Indiana Farm Bureau Insurance 

JP Morgan Chase 

KSM Business Services, Inc. 

Lewis Wagner, LLP 

United Health Care 

Wells Fargo 

 
Churches 

Calvary United Methodist Church 

Meridian Street UMC 

Thrive Christian Church 

 
Foundations 

Children's Bureau, Inc. 

DOZ Charitable Foundation  

Firespring Foundation 

Lilly Endowment 

McMunn Family Foundation 

Miller Summer Mission for Children 

Pacers Foundation 

Teacher's Credit Union Foundation 

The Hosanna Foundation Inc. 

The Mark V. Bromund Fund 

The OneAmerica Foundation 

The Penrod Society 

 
Individuals 

Kate Allen 

Tanya Barmore 

Teresa Barthuly 

Landry Bates 

George & Teresa Bell 

Craig Bjornsund 

Jim Bosserman 

Christian Bowling 

Susan Bowron-White 

Charles Bravard 

Nathanael Browning 

Pete & Beth Buck 

Richard Carriger 

Trey Clayton 

James & Edith Davison 

Scott & Lorraine Davison 

Michael  Devlin 

Andy Devoe 

Kent Evoy 

Bill & Jeanne Fredericks 

Rita Freiesleben 

Thomas & Rebecca Gepfert 

John Gibson 

Lauren Hacker 

Susan Hedglin 

James Hodgin 

Ralph Hodson 

Rhonda Hollingsworth 

Linda Hutchins 

Edward & Joyce Johnson 

Pat Krugman 

Courtney Kvachkoff 

Craig Lehman 

Missi Levine 

Barry Light 

Andrea Lightfoot 

Andrew Litke 

Greg Lord 

Bailey Lunte 

Kevin Lunte 

Carol Luskiewicz 

Kimberly Macko 

Greg McCurren 

Zach & Grace McNulty 

Karl & Lynnette  Miller 

Bill & Deb Molisee 

Lucy Moser 

Jesse Mullins 

Jeffrey O'Barr 

Erin Pattee 

Robert Paz 

Eric Richmond 

Blake Ruff 

Mike Russell  

Lisa Samuels 

Don & Cynthia Schafer 

Jim & Sandra Schaller 

Brett Schwab 

John Seever 

Craig Sharpe 

Kevin Still 

Allen Still 

Jeff & Benita Thomasson 

Bob & Leanna VanVoorst 

Jim & Tara Wagoner 

John & Patrice Waidner 

Steven Wooldridge 

Thank you to our Mt Everest Sponsors! 

http://camptown.net/donate/

